THE BOOKPLATE SOCIETY’S WEB AUCTION #1 - BOOKPLATES FOR SALE DURING SUMMER 2013 

THIS AUCTION ENDS AT 6pm (London time, BST) ON SUNDAY, 4 AUGUST, 2013

For the first time we are running a web-based auction. The arrangements for this are described below. Please take time to read them carefully, because there are some unusual features.
On offer are bookplates from a collection formed by the late George H Wright. He was particularly interested in bookplates of the first half of the 20th century, also in exlibris of military men. This is a good opportunity to acquire little-known pictorial work of this period.

We do not have software able to run this auction real-time. So it is being run in slow motion over a ten-week period during which participants can send in bids by email, once a week. The closure time for each weekly cycle is 6pm (London time, BST) every Sunday. You can email your bids at any time in the week up to this time. After each weekly closure, the status of bids will appear on the web pages. There is a benefit in sending in bids early in each week, because bids will be recorded in order of when received, so if there are two bids in the same amount for the same lot, then the bid received earlier will take precedence.

Bids need to be a whole number in £ (or 50p for sums below £5). Bid increments will be 50p up to £5, then £1 up to £30,and then £2 up to £50.

To explain how this will work, here is an example:
Suppose you are the first bidder, you give us a bidder name "Freddie" and you bid £5 on Lot 1. When your bid is received, the web page will be manually changed to read: 
Current bid: £1 Bids: 1 Bidder: Freddie

If a second bidder, named "Xray" then bids £3, this is insufficient to avoid being overbid by Freddie’s existing bid of up to £5, so the web page will be manually changed to read:  
Current bid: £4 Bids: 3 Bidder: Freddie

A third and final bidder, offering £5, would not get the item, because the earlier bid by Freddie would win, giving as the final position:

Current bid: £5 Bids: 4 Bidder: Freddie

This is not real time eBay! It is an entirely manual system, and there will be chaos if bids are sent in at the last moment. So to make this work, and with the aim of discouraging late bidding, you will be permitted: 

(a) to send in just one batch of bids every seven days (closing time 6pm BST, each Sunday evening); 
(b) your first bid should be for as many items as possible, because each subsequent weekly batch of bids will be limited to 10 items more than the number of different lots on which you previously bid ; and

(c) when sending in bids, your email should list one bid to each line, in rising sequence of lot numbers, followed by the sum offered, eg:

Lot 2  £4

Lot 17  £3

Lot 217 £7

Lot 500 £255. 

Lots 401-499 (bookplates of military people)

Something rather special is being done with regard to the bookplates offered as lots 401-499. These are all exlibris of people who served in the armed forces. In order to make it possible for this sub-collection to be acquired as a single batch, Lot 500 offers the possibility of making a Golden Bid for all of these lots as a whole. In order to be the winning bid, the bid on Lot 500 will need, in the final event, to exceed 85% of the sum total of the aggregate value at the end of the auction of all active bids on these 99 lots plus 85% of the sum total of the minimum bid values of lots where no bid has been received.

The first Sunday of the ten-week period is 2 June 2013. You can now send in bids at any time before this (provided you have first registered, if you are a non-member of the Society – more details below). 
Later Sundays are 9, 16, 23, and 30 June, 7, 14, 21, 28 July and finally 4 August.

Send bids, or questions, to:
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If you are not a member of The Bookplate Society, you first please copy 
these twelve points into an email, and then complete the information in full and send it to the above email address:

1. NAME:

2. ADDRESS:

3. TELEPHONE NUMBER:

4. MOBILE / CELLPHONE:

5. OF WHICH OTHER EXLIBRIS SOCIETIES ARE YOU A MEMBER?:

6. ARE YOU KNOWN TO SOMEONE WHO IS A MEMBER? Please give details.

7. YOUR COLLECTING INTERESTS:

8. YOUR AGE BAND:   20-30, 30-40, 40-50, OVER 50

9. IF SUCCESSFUL WITH BIDS, WILL YOU PAY THE BID PRICE AND POSTAGE BY:


YOUR PAYPAL ACCOUNT (3% surcharge to cover PayPal fees) ?

BANK TRANSFER (all charges paid)


UK CHEQUE ?


PERSONAL CHECK IN US DOLLARS DRAWN ON US BANK?  

(Note that it will take us time to get confirmation of clearance of a 

dollar check before we are able to mail your purchases).

10. DO YOU ACCEPT THAT, IF PURCHASES ARE SENT UNINSURED, ANY LOSS IN THE MAIL IS AT YOUR RISK?

11. DO YOU ACCEPT THAT, IN EVENT OF ANY PROBLEM, THE SOCIETY’S DECISION IS FINAL?
12. CAN YOU CONFIRM THAT YOU ARE NOT A DEALER, AND THAT YOU WILL BUY ITEMS FOR PERSONAL INTEREST, NOT WITH THE INTENTION OF EARLY RESALE?

Please note: 
We shall send you prompt confirmation of receipt of your email, and may then invite you to participate.

The Society reserves the right to seek additional information and/or not to admit you to participation.
By applying to participate you undertake to settle within 3 days any sum due and payable.
The Society is not running this auction commercially for profit, but rather for the interest of its members who collect, and as a way of bringing the Society’s activities to the attention of non-member collectors. 

